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Bill(l Hi, Tomoko. You don’t look well. What’s wrong?
Tomokod[ | Maybe I have a cold.
BillO Are you OK? You should go home and sleep.
TomokoO Yes, I will. Thank you.

O TIhave a fever. O Yes, I'm fine.

0 No. That’s too bad. 0 You are wrong.

oooooooon
Makoto Hi, Linda. Do you have any plans for next Saturday?
LindaO No, why?
Makotol) Well, I'm going to see fireworks with my family. [ |

Lindald That sounds nice. Thank you very much.

Makotod My father and I will come to your house at six o’clock in the evening. OK?

LindaO All right. Thanks.

0 Do you study in the library on Saturday?
0 Did you see fireworks last night?

0 Do you have fireworks in your country?
O

Do you want to join us?
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Father( You look busy. What are you doing?
Yukiko[d I'm preparing for next week’s school trip.
Father Oh, I see. |:|
Yukiko[ No, thank you. I think I can do it.
Father( OK. I hope the weather will be nice.
0 0 O preparel] 0 0 00

0 Will you help me with my trip?
0 Do you need any help?

O Will you go to school tomorrow?
0 Did you enjoy the school trip?
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Father( You don’t look happy. What happened?
Jiro[] Nothing.
Father[ Tell me, Jiro. Why are you sad? Ialways[ O ]you.
Jirod Well..., I was not chosen as a regular for the next baseball tournament.
Father(O I see. That’s too bad. Well, was your friend Masao chosen as a regular?
Jiro[d] Yes, he was. He is a good player with talent, ... but I think he doesn’t practice hard.
Father[ Oh, you think he has talent. Was he chosen as a regular for that reason?
Jirod Yes. Whenhe was[ 0O |, he was always the best sports player. Now he is one of the best
players in my team. IIl
FatherO I don’t think so. Tl tell you something you don’t know. When I go to my office in the
morning, I often see Masao. He runs to school very hard with his bag every morning.
Jiro Really? 1 can’t believe that. His house is about 10 kilometers away from school. It is
[ O ] for me to train by running to school every morning. I think few people can train
like him.
Father( I don’t agree. |I| For example, the famous players in the major leagues practice
very hard to be better players.
Jiro0 I see. But I think they are great players with talent.
Father( Listen, Jiro. There are some people who have talent. But making an effort is more
important than having talent. If O O, you can have a chance as a regular.
Jirod OK, I'll try. You have motivated me. Thank you, Father.
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O Alot of students don’t practice harder than Masao.
There are a lot of people who practice very hard.
You told me to be a good baseball player like Masao.

A good player like Masao does not have to practice much.

O oo d

Don’t do anything for training every day.
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If you hear the word “salt,” what do you think of ? Maybe some of you think of the salt which
you use at the kitchen table, and others think of the sea water. We can buy salt at food shops or
supermarkets and use it every day. We know salt is important for our body ( 0 ) air and water,

but many people don’t know how it is used in our lives.
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0 (is / ever / how / you / salt / have / heard ) used in Japan? Salt is used at home when we cook

or eat. Salt is also used in the food industry to make miso, shoyu, processed food, and so on. The
amount of salt used at home and in the food industry is about 1 million tons in 2007. But this is
not all the salt used in Japan. We use about 9 million tons in a year! How can people use so much
salt?

We can find the answer in the chemical industry. When salt is broken down, we can get other
substances. By using these, many kinds of things are made in factories. ( 0O ) example, glass,
paper, medicine, CDs, and parts of computers are made. The chemical industry uses over 7 million
tons of salt in a year to make a lot of things we use in our lives. The salt for the chemical industry
usually comes from foreign countries. So, we can also understand that our lives are supported by
foreign countries through the salt.

Salt is also used for traffic safety. In some places, salt is put on the road when it is very cold.
Why? Because the salt can deice the road. Then we can walk, ride a bike, and drive a car on the
road with more safety. The amount of salt used for this propose is about 500 thousand tons in a
year.

We have found that there are many uses for salt in our lives. What happens if we don’t have
enough salt? Maybe we see some changes in our lives. Salt is important and ( O ) for our lives.
When you use salt at home next time, please remember this and try to learn more about the things

which are made from salt.
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0 O Why 1s salt put on the road when it is very cold?
0 O To deice the road for walking, ( O )abike,and( O ) a car with more safety.
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0 Glass and paper are examples of the things made in the food industry.

O More salt is used in the food industry than in the chemical industry.

0 The salt used in the chemical industry usually comes from foreign countries.
O

People used much salt on the road many years ago but we don’t use it anymore.
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Last April I became a *class leader, but one thing I didn’t like about it was being one of the
“smile leaders.” Class leaders at our school have to come to school early every Monday and stand
at the school gate to *call out good morning to everyone who comes through the gate. We call this
the Smile Leader Project. I usually get up early, so it is no problem for me to come to school early.
But I didn’t like calling out good morning again and again — more than a hundred times! I thought
it was just *superficial. We just said good morning, and some students answered, but some didn’t.
That was all. Did the smile leaders smile? No! How could we? I didn’t think it was *real
communication.

One Monday morning in June when we were at the school gate, I saw a woman walking near us.
She looked at us and smiled, so I called out to her, “Good morning!”

She came *closer and said, “Good morning. I'm Abe Mariko. May I ask your name?”

“I'm Toru. Nice to meet you, Ms. Abe,” I answered.

“Nice to meet you too,” she said. “I like this. You junior high school students say good
morning to *each other.”

“Thank you,” I said. “But I don’t understand why you like it. I don’t really like doing it. I
think it’s just superficial.”

“Do you really think so? People feel something warm when they say good morning and smile

at each other,” she said. “This project began when one of my children was at this school. She was
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a smile leader then. She did this just like you. She is a mother now.”

“You mean, our school has had the Smile Leader Project for a long time?” I asked.

“Yes,” she answered. “For twenty years. You should *be proud of that.”

After this, something changed in me. I started to think that the project was not just a
superficial thing.

There was one student who was very *shy and usually talked very little. He never answered
our good mornings. I called him Shun-kun. One day when I saw him between classes, I spoke to
him in a soft *voice, “Hi, I'm Toru. How are you?” He said nothing. I smiled and said, “I'm one
of the smile leaders. When I see you at the school gate next Monday, I'll say good morning to you,
OK?” He said nothing.

The next Monday morning I saw Shun-4un and called out, “Good morning, Shun-kun. Do you
remember me?”

He stopped and looked at me. I thought he was trying to say something. I smiled and said to
him, “How are you this morning?” Some other smile leaders said good morning to him too. And
we waited.

Then Shun-kun started to move his mouth. I couldn’t hear his voice, but I understood that
was his “good morning.” There was a smile on his face. I smiled, and other smile leaders did too.
I felt something warm in me. We all felt happy together.

That was it! Ms. Abe was right. 1 believe it was real communication.

I'm proud of being a smile leader now.
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O At first Toru didn’t like being a smile leader because

he wanted to get up late in the morning.

no students answered him at the school gate.

he didn’t want to repeat “Good morning” many times.

Ms. Abe said the Smile Leader Project was an old thing.

O 0o 0o d

0 Now Toru is proud of being a smile leader because

0  his friend Shun-kun wants him to be a smile leader.
O he likes to talk with people who live near his school.
0 he thinks the Smile Leader Project is just superficial.
0 he believes real communication can come from the project.
(2 D000ODO00OOO00DoDOoOOO00DODOoO0oODO O000oDoo0oooOoooooon
Question] When did the Smile Leader Project begin?
Answer[] It ( ).
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At Toru’s junior high school, students ( 0 ) “smile leaders” stand at the school gate
and say good morning to other students every Monday. Toru is one of the leaders. One
morning, Toru talked with a woman at the school gate and ( O ) her that he didn’t like
being a smile leader. But after listening to her story, he ( O ) his way of thinking. One
Monday morning at the school gate, Toru spoke to a student who usually didn’t talk a lot,
and the student ( O ) in his own way. They felt happy together.
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When students have free time, they should read more books.
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